
Ecology Review Sheet 
(you’ll probably need another sheet of paper to answer these!) 

 

For this test you should be able to DEFINE and USE the following terms: 

 

Ecology Species Symbiosis Oligotrophic 

Biosphere Population Parasitism Mesotrophic 

Lithosphere Community Mutualism Eutrophic 

Hydrosphere Ecosystem Commensalism Eutrophication 

Atmosphere Biome Herbivores Stochastic Events 

Carrying Capacity Biotic Omnivores Pollution 

Limiting Factors Abiotic Carnivores Habitat Fragmentation 

Biodiversity  Food Chain Biomagnification Invasive Species 

Trophic Levels Food Pyramid Ecological Succession Water Cycle 

Producers Food Web Pioneer Species Carbon Cycle 

Consumers  10% Rule Intermediate Species Fossil Fuels 

Decomposers  Autotrophs Climax Community Greenhouse Effect 

Niche Heterotrophs Exponential Growth Global Warming 

 
1.  The key word in ecology is_______________. 

 
2. The biosphere is ____________________________________________________ 

and is dived up into 3 parts called: 
__________________, _________________, ___________________ 
 

3. The levels of organization in the biosphere from simplest to complex are: 
__________--> __________-->___________-->__________-->__________-->____________ 
 

4. How is an ecosystem different from a community? 
 

5. Identify the type of population growth depicted in the graph. 
  

6. What is a “carrying capacity”? 
 

7. What are limiting factors? 
 

8. How are the increases and decreases in the moose population related to the changes in the 
wolf population? 
 

9. Identify some density-dependent and density-independent limiting factors that influence the 
moose and wolf populations on Isle Royale. 

 
10. What is symbiosis? 

 
11. Identify and describe the 3 types of symbiotic relationships. 

 
12. The diagram to the right is an example of a _ _________. 

           The grass is an example of a ________. In the food  
           chain of the grass, snail, bird, and hawk, the hawk would be 
           considered a ______________ _. 



13. How much energy is transferred from one trophic level to the next?__________% 
    
14. The ultimate source of energy comes from the _____. 

15. Energy from the sun enters the food chain through ____________________.  

16. Why are food chains not realistic? 
 
17. What is Biomagnification? 
 
18.Define and describe the steps of ecological succession on land and in water. 
 
19.  What’s the difference between primary and secondary succession? 
 
20.  What is a biome? 
 
21.  Explain eutrophication. 
 
22.  What are some things that can disrupt an ecosystem? 
 
23.  What is an invasive species and why are they bad? 
 
24.  Distinguish between point-source and nonpoint-source pollution. 
 
25.  Draw and label the water cycle and the carbon cycle. 
 
26. Differentiate between transpiration and evaporation. 
 
27. Three ways that carbon enters the atmosphere are: 
 
28. The greenhouse effect is__ ______________________________________________________.  
 
       This is a ______thing.  It can, however, result in _____________________________________  
 
        ________________________________________________, which is a _________ thing.  
 
29. List and describe the 3 types of fossil fuels.  
 
30. Name some drawbacks of relying on fossil fuels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well, there’s the major points that the test will 

cover.  Remember, as always, that anything from 

the notes or assignments is fair game on the test, 

so don’t rely only upon this general review!  If 

that’s a problem for you, then don’t do the review 

and spend a couple of hours studying your notes. 


