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VIII.  Cycles of Matter

A. Water Cycle

B. Carbon Cycle
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IX.  Fossil Fuels – carbon from the remains of organisms 





  that lived long ago.


A.  Types of Fossil Fuels:



1.  Coal-compacted plant remains from ancient 

  swamps.

     -burned to heat water to spin turbines to 

make electricity.

2.  Petroleum-liquid formed from remains of 

 microorganisms in ancient seas.

-made into gasoline, grease, oil, plastics

1. Natural Gas-gas formed along with petroleum

   -cleaner burning

B.  Problems with fossil fuels


1.  nonrenewable-can’t make more


2.  hazardous to extract & transport

3.  puts carbon (CO2) into atmosphere that is 

supposed to be locked up underground.

X.  Our Atmosphere

A. Greenhouse Effect - natural process of Earth’s 

  atmosphere trapping sun’s energy to keep warm.

B. PROBLEM:  burning fossil fuels thickens the CO2 layer 

                      around Earth and too much heat is trapped in,    

                      resulting in “Global Warming”.
Carbon is captured by plants and put into living things by photosynthesis





CO2 in the atmosphere 


(only 0.04%)





Carbon is released when organisms die & decompose








