CARDIOVASCULAR   SYSTEM   READING   GUIDE

(chapter 11: pages 313-350)
1. What is the major function of the cardiovascular system?

2. What sorts of things does the cardiovascular system transport throughout the body?

3. What 2 major structures make up the cardiovascular system?

4. Describe the location of the heart.

5. Describe the structure and function of the heart’s coverings.

6. Describe the 3 layers of the heart’s walls.

7. What do the atria do?  The ventricles?

8. Why are the ventricles thicker and more muscular than the atria?

9. Compare and contrast pulmonary and systemic circulation.

10. What is the function of the valves in the heart?

11. Describe the flow of blood through the heart starting at the right atrium, including all 
            valves and major vessels. (this can be done with a labeled drawing if you like)
12. What is the difference between arteries and veins?  What are capillaries?

13. Name and describe the 3 coats, or “tunics”, of blood vessels.

