BIOLOGY syllabus

Welcome to biology!  The word comes from Latin and means “the study of living things”.  That is exactly what we will be studying this year: living things.  Look around you, what do you see that may fit into this topic?  If you enjoy the outdoors, you may notice squirrels, birds, trees, plants, and many other things.  If you like working with people, perhaps you would like to know more about a fascinating living thing: ourselves!  

This syllabus is intended to let you know everything that will be going on this year.  Keep it to refer to as the year moves along, and it will go fast!

AGENDA FOR THE COURSE

SEMESTER A


I.  The Scientific Method – how do all scientists ask and answer questions?


II. Chemistry of Life – what reaction take place in living things? 

III. Cell Structure and Function - the smallest living unit; what is in them and how 

they work.
IV. Homeostasis & a Healthy You – how do your body systems work together to maintain a






  stable internal environment?

V.  Cell Cycle & Specialization - what do different cells do and how do multi-cellular 

organisms grow?

VI.  DNA – the ‘blueprint’ for life; how it’s copied, read and used?

SEMESTER B

VII.   Introduction to Genetics – how do genes work? 
VIII.  Human Genetics – why do we look the way we do?  


IX.   Evolution – how do things change over time?

X.  Ecology – how do living things interact together on and with this planet?  
Daily Expectations

· Come to class prepared.

· Pen/pencil, notes, assignments, etc.

· Pencils can be purchased from me for 50 cents.
· Complete daily warm-up/wrap-up questions.

· The questions will be on the white board before class starts.

· If you are not writing down a thoughtful response to the question AS SOON AS THE BELL RINGS and WITHOUT ME ASKING YO TO, you will receive a TARDY for the class period.

· You are provided three hall passes for the semester to use at your discretion. 

· Additional hall passes can be earned for helping in the classroom outside of class time.  The rate is one pass for every hour of service.

Grading

 Your grade will be determined as a compilation of daily classwork, assignments, labs, quizzes and unit  

  tests.  The worth of these components is as follows:


Classwork/Assignments/Labs 
20%


Tests/Quizzes



80%

The grading scale is the same standard as all science classes at MHS:

96-100 = A

84 - 86 = B

74-76 = C

64-66 = D


 

90-95   = A-

80 - 83 = B-

70-73 = C-

60-63 = D-



87-89  = B+

77 - 79 = C+

67-69 = D+

59-( = F

ALL assignments are expected to be submitted on their announced due date and time.  A 10% per school day penalty will be given for any late work.  Therefore, anything handed in 10 days or later past the deadline will receive a permanent 0% credit.
Attendance

Regular attendance is crucial in this class considering the importance of the notes given and the strict penalty for late assignments.  In the rare case of an absence, check your teammates to catch to get any notes or assignments.  If a lab is missed, you may make an appointment with me to make it up after school.

Extra Credit Opportunities

· “What-Is-It?”
(up to 10 Assignment points)
· Try to identify the science-related item on the front desk each week.

· Put your answer in the box by Thursday 3:00 pm.

· Up to 10 points extra credit (partial credit is given for close answers or creative guesses)

· Friday Current Events (up to 20 Assignment points) 

· Science-related news article (newspaper, radio, TV, etc) – up to 5 points

· Summary paragraph of the article and why its pertinent to science - up to 5 points

· Presentation of the article to class – up to 10 points

Mr. Johnson’s Contact Information

If you have questions or concerns please feel free to talk to me about it, however I urge you to do so at an appropriate time.

· I am available before school and after school in room A204.

· My school contact number is 720-2929 from outside the building or x2929 from within.

· My school email address is mjohnso4@mpsk12.net
